Literature Review 
During the last few weeks you have been asked to read a variety of texts that all consider both our fascination with the fame of others and our own desire/need to attain that fame for ourselves, or at the very least to get near it.  It’s time to put it all together.  
●What is a Literature Review?
The definition varies by discipline, but there are several points of agreement: 

1. Literature reviews focus on  scholarship in a particular field, often narrowed to a particular time frame.

2. Literature reviews aim to give an overview of the state of the scholarship, touching on dominant ideas and practices.

3. Literature reviews provide objective assessment of the scholarship.

4. Literature review sometimes also call for critical evaluation and analysis of that scholarship.
●The Goals of a Literature Review

1. Place each work in the context of its contribution to the understanding of the          subject under review.

2. Describe the relationship of each work to the others under consideration.

3. Identify new ways to interpret, and shed light on any gaps in, previous research. 4. Resolve conflicts amongst seemingly contradictory previous studies.

5. Identify areas of prior scholarship to prevent duplication of effort. 

6. Point the way forward for further research.

When you write your research papers (and for any similar academic undertaking such as Senior or Masters Theses and  Disserations) a literature review often functions as a means of placing your own original work in the context of previous scholarship.

●Steps in the Process
1. Gather the literature.  In this case this step has been largely done for you.  You are being asked to refer to the materials we have already read in class so far this semester.

2. Identify the key points being made in the readings, paying careful attention to the arguments made and the effectiveness of those arguments
3. Organize your literature review according to the main points you’ve  identified – one section for each point.  In each section include: 


▪ An assessment of the importance of the issue raised.

▪An explanation of how each work is similar to and how it varies from the others.
▪Conclusions as to which pieces are best considered in their argument, are most convincing and /or make the greatest contribution to the understanding and development of their area of research

5. Conclude with an assessment of other issues that your consideration of these points may have raised, recommendations for additional work that needs to be done, or other approaches that might be taken. 
In other words, do *not* necessarily accept general agreement as "truth".  Received wisdom is not always accurate wisdom (flat earth anyone?). You are encouraged to question, contest, and otherwise challenge the arguments of others.  As our understanding of a subject deepens, as more scholars from a variety of disciplines enter into the general conversation, bringing their own, quite specific sets of concerns and approaches, conclusions will shift.  Sometimes this will be a radical reversal (oops!  It's really round!!) and sometimes it will result in a more nuanced and complex and ultimately more useful understanding of the issues under discussion.

●The Details
▪Your review should be approximately 5-6 pages long.  

▪It should touch on all of the readings that we have encountered so far this semester. 
▪It should be posted to My Comp Lab no later than midnight, on the date due 

� This section taken from “How to Write a Literature Review”, University Library, University of California, Santa Cruz. (http://library.ucsc.edu/ref/howto/literaturereview.html)
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